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Candidate's name and initials: .................................................................................... 
 
 

THE COLLEGES OF OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
 

LINGUISTICS 

 

THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER 2009 

 

TIME ALLOWED: 30 MINUTES 

 

For candidates applying for Modern Languages and Linguistics or a single Modern Language 

other than French or German 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Make an attempt to answer all the questions.  Do not worry if you find you have little to say 

about some of the questions, or if you do not have technical terms for the features you wish to 

describe.   

 

Write your answers in the space provided on the paper.  You may if you wish include any 

rough work on the paper,  but cross this out neatly.  Please take care to write clearly. 

 

The test is marked out of 100.  The first and second questions are worth 30 points each and 

the final question is worth 40 points. 
 
 



2 

Question 1 [total value: 30 marks] 

George is a 5-year old still getting to grips with English pronunciation and his mother is 
showing him some pictures and getting him to repeat what she says. In the table below, 
column A shows the words his mother says, while column B shows what George says. 

  

 

(i). Given this evidence, and assuming George is systematic in his errors, how do you think 

George would say the following words? [N.B. they are not necessarily pronounced as real 

words.]          [25 marks] 

  

1. mummy …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. big …………………………………………………………………………………………... 

3. skip ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. mum  ………………………………………………………………………………………... 

5. class ……………………………………………………………………………………….... 

6. bed ………………………………………………………………………………….……….. 

7. dogs………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

8. bit…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

9. picks…………………………………………………………………………..…………….. 

10. son …………………………………………………………………………..…………….. 

  

 

 

 

 

What George’s mother says What George says 

man man 

bag bat 

cross coss 

play pay 

sea tea 

Nan nan 

Sam tan 

soggy toggy 

tack tat 

daddy daddy 

bags bat 

Brad bat 

caps cap 
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(ii). When George says ‘cap’, we already know from the table that he could mean ‘caps’. How 

many other words can you think of that he might be trying to say, given the patterns you can 

make out in the table? [5 marks] 

  

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Question 2 [30 marks] 

 

The following are newspaper headlines which are meant in one sense, but can be taken in a 

second (usually inappropriate) sense.  

1. Prostitutes appeal to Prime Minister 

2. Enraged cow injures farmer with axe 

3. Miners refuse to work after death  

4. Stolen painting found by tree  

5. Drunk gets nine months in violin case 

 

(i) Explain the two possible senses in each case by reformulating the headline, using different 

or additional words where necessary.    [20 marks] 

[Don’t worry if you can’t see a second meaning in all cases; concentrate on the ones where 

you can.] 

 

(1)………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(2)………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(3)………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(4)………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(5) ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………….. 
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(ii) Comment on any grammatical features of headline style, as exhibited by these headlines, 

which might increase the likelihood of such double meanings.    [10 marks] 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Question 3 [total value: 40 marks] 
 

The following words from the Amerindian language Mam have been divided into their 

component parts. 

 

1. he goes  in-si 

2. he went  si 

3. go!   ku-si-ya 

4. you go  in-si-ya 

5. you went  si-ya 

6. he walks  in-bet 

7. he walked  bet 

8. walk!  ku-bet-a 

9. you walk  in-bet-a 

10. you walked bet-a 

11. I walked  in-bet-e 

12  I go  in-in-si-ye 

13. you all walked e-bet-e 

14. they go  in-e-si 

 

1)  Explain how Mam indicates subjects of verbs (e.g. “I”, “you”, “he”) [15 marks] 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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2) Explain how Mam indicates different values of the verb (e.g. go, went, go!) [15 marks] 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

3)  Suggest Mam forms for the following [10 marks] 

 

 a)  I went …………………………………………………………………………….. 

  b)  they walk …………………………………………………………………………. 

 c)  you all went ………………………………………………………………………. 

 d) walk, all of you! …………………………………………………………………… 

 e) they went ………………………………………………………………………….. 

 


